




ca ll s to executives in the footwear industry and the 
subsequent donation of a quarter of a million shoes 
to victims in the devastated countri es. 

A few months later when I-Iurricane Katrina 
hit, Wayne ca ll ed the same group of friends, and 
through their continued support, they have sent 
over a million pairs of shoes down to t he Gulf 
Coast communities affected by it. H e ad mi ts in al l 
ho nesty that he did not expect suc h an imm ediate 
and successful turn o ut . T hi s left him wondering, 
why not start a non-p rofit and keep fulfi llin g this 
o n- goi ng need? One year 
later, 50les450u ls was 
forma ll y created. 

It ha s been that 
simple: changing the 
wo rl d one pair at a time. 

Soles4Sou is is a 
Nashville -b ased charity 
that co ll ects shoes 
frolll the warehouses 
of footwear compa ni es 
and t he closets of 
peop le like you. T he 
charity distributes 
these s h oes to peop le 
in need, r egar dl ess 
of race, religion, 

rope with children li ving in orphanages, and I 
washed the feet of children who received shoes 
from 50 les4Sou ls . I pa rti cipated in making a 
difference and I was a direct witness how they' re 
impa ct ing and changin g li ves. I look forward 
to go in g back. I plan to co ntinu e m y vo lu nteer 
work with 50 les4Sou is and their new d ivision 
C loth es4So ul s," 5cott sa id. 

By t he time h e fin ished, there wasn't a dry eye 
in the house. W hen Scott was done te lli ng the 
ro o m full of profess ional o rga ni zers the history 

class, or any other 
crite ri a. S in ce 2005, 
Soles4Souis ha s 
de li vered more than 16 
milli on pairs of new 
and ge ntl y worn shoes . 
The shoes ha ve been 
distributed to peop le 
in more than 127 
co untri es, includin g 

Excited shoe recipients In Guatemala. 

Kenya, Thailand, 
Nepa l and the United States. 

I first heard about 50 les450u ls from SCOtt 
Roewer, one of my professional organizing peers . 
rle was speak in g at a lun cheo n when he shared the 
sto ry of his trip to Haiti. He ta lked of delive ri ng 
shoes to children in need and shared vivid details 
abo ut their ecstat ic reactions. 

"As man y ofyo ll know, I trave led with 
Soles4So ui s in January 20 1l to distribute shoes 
to chi ldren in Haiti. It was abso lu te ly a Ii fe­
chang in g exper ie nce. As I see it, with most 
chari ties, your funds go in the ir doors and 
YOll never rea li ze the impact your support may 
prov ide. T hi s is how 50 les450u ls is uniqu e as 
a cha rity. With the Trave l4Sou is opportunity, 
I was able to ex per ien ce the extreme ne ed in 
Haiti. Not sim ply throug h ph otos, or a video, 
but I was there! I gave sweat equity in carry in g 
shoe boxes to tbe di str ibuti o n sites, I jump.ed 

gettingorganizedmagazine.com 

Photo courtesy of Soles4Souls, Inc. 

of 50les4Sou ls, a moveme nt was born. In fact, it 
catapulted 4,000-plus o rga n izers into action to 
collect as many shoes as they possibly could for 
the ca use. 

S in ce orga ni ze rs work w ith clients every s in gle 
day who have sh oes to donate, the Nation a l 
Association of Professiona l Orga ni zers (NAPO) 
created a chal lenge to co ll ect as man y shoes as 
t hey cou ld from clie n ts to donate to So les4Souls. 
As of ou r print dead li ne, NAPa and their clients 
have co ll ected 50,000 pairs of shoes' 

So the next time you look in your closet and 
rea li ze you simply hav e too many shoes , consider 
donatin g the m to those in need around the wo rld . 
So les4Sou is accep ts all types of shoes: athletic, 
running, dress, sa nda ls, pumps, heels, work boots, 
cleats, dance, and fli p fl ops-new o r ge n t ly worn. 
Every s hoe counts. To lea rn morc, or to he lp the 
ca use please visit wW1v.so/es4so1f./s.c01lt GO 
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