By Stacey Anderson
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i want to donate it to a good cause,
and not add to the landfill,” is the
phrase most often uttered by clients

of professional organizers as to why they have
so much scuff. While I agree with the good
intentions, it can be hard to find a good cause,
and even harder to find a place to donate unique
items. There are several great organizations
such as Goodwill and the Salvation Army that
take a wide variety of items, but there are also
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Making Every Donation Count

some lesser-known organizations that focus on
taking donations of just one type. Soles4Souls is
one of those fantastic organizations.

In the aftermath of the 2004 Southeast
Asia tsunami, Wayne Elsey, the Founder and
CEO of Soles4Souls® Inc., felt compelled to
do something. Like many of us, he did not
know what to do. He was at home one night,
watching TV and he saw a picture of a single
shoe washing up on the beach. That triggered
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Wayne Elsey helping children in Haiti try on their new shoes.
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calls to executives in the footwear industry and the
subsequent donation of a quarter of a million shoes
to victims in the devastated countries.

A few months later when Hurricane Katrina
hit, Wayne called the same group of friends, and
through their continued support, they have sent
over a million pairs of shoes down to the Gulf
Coast communities affected by it. He admits in all
honesty that he did not expect such an immediate
and successful turnout. This left him wondering,
why not start a non-profit and keep fulfilling this
on-going need? One year
later, Soles4Souls was
formally created.

It has been that
simple: changing the
world one pair at a time.

Soles4Souls is a
Nashville-based charity
that collects shoes
from the warehouses
of footwear companies
and the closets of
people like you. The
charity distributes
these shoes to people
in need, regardless
of race, religion,
class, or any other
criteria. Since 2005,
Soles4Souls has
delivered more than 16
million pairs of new
and gently worn shoes.
The shoes have been
distributed to people
in more than 127
countries, including
Kenya, Thailand,
Nepal and the United States.

I first heard about Soles4Souls from Scott
Roewer, one of my professional organizing peers.
He was speaking at a luncheon when he shared the
story of his trip to Haiti. He talked of delivering
shoes to children in need and shared vivid derails
about their ecstatic reactions.

“As many of you know, I traveled with
Soles4Souls in January 2011 to distribute shoes
to children in Hairi. It was absolutely a life-
changing experience. As I see it, with most
charities, your funds go in their doors and
you never realize the impact your support may
provide. This is how Soles4Souls is unique as
a charity. With the Travel4Souls opportunity,

I was able to experience the extreme need in
Haiti. Not simply through photos, or a video,
but I was there! I gave sweat equity in carrying
shoe boxes to the distribution sites, I jumped
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Excited shoe recipients in Guatemala.

rope with children living in orphanages, and 1
washed the feet of children who received shoes
from Soles4Souls. I participated in making a
difference and I was a direct witness how they’re
impacting and changing lives. I look forward
to going back. I plan to continue my volunteer
work with Soles4Souls and their new division
Clothes4Souls,” Scott said.

By the time he finished, there wasn’t a dry eye
in the house. When Scott was done telling the
room full of professional organizers the history
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of Soles4Souls, a movement was born. In fact, it
catapulted 4,000-plus organizers into action to

collect as many shoes as they possibly could for
the cause.

Since organizers work with clients every single
day who have shoes to donate, the National
Association of Professional Organizers (NAPO)
created a challenge to collect as many shoes as
they could from clients to donate to Soles4Souls.
As of our print deadline, NAPO and their clients
have collected 50,000 pairs of shoes!

So the next time you look in your closet and
realize you simply have too many shoes, consider
donating them to those in need around the world.
Soles4Souls accepts all types of shoes: athletic,
running, dress, sandals, pumps, heels, work boots,
cleats, dance, and flip flops—new or gently worn.
Every shoe counts. To learn more, or to help the
cause please visit www.soles4souls.com GO
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