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When Gregg Orton, 26, moved from a two-bedroomto a one-bhedroom zpartment, he and girlfriend Meina Banhlearned to make hetter use of their new space,
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When
Bigger
Isn’t Best

Renters who move into
smaller apartments learn
to live with a little less

:'.'::,; WL EL Y
=

Gregg Orton and Meina Banh’s recent
move had a few casualties: among them,
a man=-cave, The L'rﬂlrlh.' wenl |II'-' HT i [WWin-
bedrnom basement apartment in Mount
Pleasant o a one-bedroom place in Colum-
hia Heights, Insing Orton’s entertainment
rnom in the process,

“Mnst of the bigger places we loolked at
were way out of our budget,” says Banh,
30. "When we found this apartment, it
seemed like the best space, even though
[ had to give up our washer/dryer.”

Moving means downsizing for many
renters. Some want to move tn a more
popular area, where the cost is hagher.
Others go from sharing a place to having
their own space — which wusually means
having less of it.

“A lot of penple do have a budget, and in
nrcler to stay on that budget and be where
they want in be, thev're farced 1o down-
size,” says LeiYana Stevenson an apart-
ment Realtor with City Chic Real Estate,

No matter why renters decide to down-
size, they must come to terms with the fact
that all of the stuff from the larger apart-
ment isn't going to fit into the smaller one.

=1 you have the space, you'll fill it, so
we tend to fill our homes with things."
says Certified Professinnal Organizer
Sentt Roewer.

When Christopher O'Conmell, 25, decid-
ed to get his own place and moved from
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Downsizing

Continuwed from page R1

Arlington to a smaller place in Fair-
fax in August, “[T] had to downsize
almost everything I own,” he says.

O'Connell had to pare down his
kitchen and office space, which
meant ditching a lot of clutter —
and an entire bookease — along
the way. “1 had a lot of stuff that |
had just accumulated through the
years, he says.

Many renters embrace declut-
tering. “Basically itwas my chance
to get rid of Gregg’s ugly clothes,”
Banh says.

What's not to love about the new
developments inD.C.7 Plenty, say
some community groups. We'll cover
thatissue innext week's Ready to Rent.

For others, letting go is hard,
especially when things have sen-
timental value. The key is realiz-
ing how much more you'll enjoy
your space when it is less cluttered.

“When you're in the room, you
want to enjoy being in it, not con-
stantly spending time shifting
stuff to do what you need to do,”
Roewer says.

Getting rid of things can be
tough. Eliminating redundancies
and extras is a good place to start.
“Ask yourselt, "Do you really need
that mixer?’ ™ Roewer says. “How
many spatulas do you actually need
at once? Pick your tavorites, pare
down, and ask it some things can
do double duty.”

What about that massive dress-
er you inherited trom your grand-
mother? Large turniture doesn’t

Gregg Drton's previous apartment had an extra bedroom he used asa media room. Now, he plays video games in his living room.

The Giving Season

Professional organizer Scott Roewer (Solutionsbyscott.com) has helped
clients get rid of a lot of stuff over the years. Here are his favorite places to
donate items:

®» A Wider Circle (Awidercircle.org): Gives used furniture to families who are
transitioning out of shelters. They'll take mattresses and box springs in good
condition. With encugh advance notice, they'll even pick them up.

» Soles4Souls (Soles4souls.org): They'll distribute your used shoes to
people in need all over the world —including in the U.S.

®» Career Gear - OC (Careergear.org): Donate men's business attire to help
low-income men have what they need to enter the workforce.

» Dress for Success- DC (Dressforsuccess.org): Accepts women's business
attire for low-income womenwho are trying to enter the workforce.

® Bikes for the World (Bikesfortheworld.org): They collect unused bicycles,
parts and tools for community programs in developing countries.

» Art for Humanity (Artforhumanity.org): Based in Arlington, they give used
shoes, clothing, sheets and towels to poor families.

® CCF Cares (Nccf-cares.org/what-you-can-do): Donate kids' toys, furniture
and appliances that are ingood condition to help low-income families. m.R.

necessarily have o get kicked to the
curh, but “make sure you can use
it in a multifunctional way,” savs
Roewer, who once stored clothes
in a large television armoire.

It you need to buy new stuff,
there’s plenty of useful furniture
out there to help you fit into a
smaller space. Roewer says local
stores such as Vastu (Vastude.com)
and SkyNear (Skyneardesigns.com)
are great places to find pieces that
are multifunctional and help you
make use of vertical space by stor-
ing upward not outward.

Of course, when nothing you
can buy seems to fit, you can always
do it yourself. “We had (o be cre-
ative with the space in the kitch-
en, Banh says, “so we just builta
rack there so that we can put some
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of vur bigger pots and pans away.”

With less space, it'’s especial-
Iy important to keep things tidy.

“I have a rule that the kitchen
has to stay clean,” O'Connell says,
“I'm trying to expand it out to the
rest of the apartment.”

It’s not just stutt that renters
have to give up: Its also personal
space, “We don’t want to always be
in each other’s face,” Banh says. So
the couple found a way for Banh
to give Orton enough space for his
video-game habit. “We moved one
of our smaller TVs that we had in
our living room into the bedroom
so I can gowatch TV."

“How many
spatulas do you
actually need at
once? Pick yvour
favorites.”

—SCOTT ROEWER, A CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER WHDNHELPS
GCLIENTS DECLUTTER THEIR HOMES

Finding a layout that works tor
vou is helptul when going small-
er. A smaller apartment with open
space can often feel bigger than a
larger apartment with poor design.
“Our tirst apartment, the space was
very awkward and kind of narrow,”
Bahn says, noting the open space
of their new living area where they
can now more easily entertain.

Despite losing space, a small-
er apartment can be just right tor
renters. “You need to be able to
give up on some things,” Bahn
says. “When you do that, you
can find a place that works.”
MATT RAZAK (FOR EXPRESS)
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